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Abstract: Analytical modelling is an effective approach to obtaining a gear dynamic response or
vibration pattern for health monitoring and useful life prediction. Many researchers have modelled
this response with various fault conditions commonly observed in gears. The outcome of such
models provides a good idea about the changes in the dynamic response available between different
gear health states. Hence, a catalogue of the responses is currently available, which ought to aid
predictions of the health of actual gears by their vibration patterns. However, these analytical models
are limited in providing solutions to useful life prediction. This may be because a majority of these
models used single fault conditions for modelling and are not valid to predict the remaining life
of gears undergoing more than one fault condition. Existing reviews related to gear faults and
dynamic modelling can provide an overview of fault modes, methods for modelling and health
prediction. However, these reviews are unable to provide the critical similarities and differences in
the single-fault dynamic models to ascertain the possibility of developing models under combined
fault modes. In this paper, existing analytical models of spur gears are reviewed with their associated
challenges to predict the gear health state. Recommendations for establishing more realistic models
are made especially in the context of modelling combined faults and their possible impact on gear
dynamic response and health prediction.

Keywords: pitting scoring; scuffing; tooth crack; tooth breakage; dynamic models; mesh stiffness;
dynamic response; health monitoring; fault detection

1. Introduction

The design of gears incorporates a high factor of safety to ensure long service life [1].
However, gears are still reported to fail in active service which can lead to operational
downtime and economic losses [2–13]. The reasons for failure in gears before the end of
the specified service life can broadly be categorised into three categories: Fault in design
(like a low factor of safety, gear geometry errors and poor material selection), Fault in
manufacturing (like metallurgical inclusions, improper heat treatment and machining
marks) and Fault due to application (like installation errors and poor lubrication) [3]. For
gears in operation especially in the absence of the mentioned faults, a few failure modes
have been noted. These include bending fatigue/tooth crack or breakage and surface
failures like pitting, spalling, abrasive wear, and adhesive wear [14].

Installation errors like misalignment can lead to tooth breakage [15,16]. Tooth breakage
is a result of bending fatigue caused by improper installation procedures. It may cause
partial or total removal of one or more teeth from the gear system [17]. This can lead to a
jam in the gear rotation if the tooth that is broken obstructs the gear mesh. The continuous
fluctuation at the tooth root fillet due to the changing magnitude and position of loading
at the contact area along the tooth active profile leads to tooth root bending [18]. Tooth
breakage is also quite difficult to notice in the early stages by the common monitoring
methods. These monitoring methods include oil debris monitoring, vibration monitoring
and acoustic emissions [19–21]. It is also hard to predict through oil debris monitoring as
it shows little or insignificant debris during fault progression. Even dynamic response or
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vibration patterns in the time and frequency domain only show the possibility of the faults
after significant progression [22].

Lubrication issues may lead to pitting and spalling which results when the contact
stress exceeds the fatigue strength [15]. Pits are formed when small particles break out
from gear flanks. This occurs above the surface durability limits [23]. Pitting and spalling
are forms of surface contact fatigue and it is the most common failure in gears [24]. Pitting
may be initiated from the surface or subsurface. It is an indication of the end of a gear’s
service life [25]. Spalling results in larger and deeper cavities on the gear flank [24,26]. In
addition to poor lubrication, excessive loading also causes spalls to break out [27].

Insufficient lubrication leads to adhesive wear [15]. Adhesive wear is also referred to
as scuffing. This occurs when the lubrication film breaks down due to high temperature
because of the continuous sliding motion of the gear tooth [28]. It results in solid phase
welding between the sliding gear teeth [29] This fault is more common in high-load and
high-speed gear operations [30]. In contrast to adhesive wear, abrasive wear (also called
scoring) can be due to dirt in the lubricant [15]. It can change the gear profile and leave
marks on the gear surface [31]. Figure 1 shows views of common gear faults [22,30,31].
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Figure 1. (a) tooth breakage, (b) pitting, (c) spalling, (d) abrasive wear, (e) scuffing [22,30,31].

These failure modes can cause operation downtime and unsafe conditions in gear
systems, and this can be mitigated by proper health monitoring [32]. Among the moni-
toring techniques, vibration monitoring techniques are versatile for both theoretical and
experimental studies. The gear dynamic response due to its vibration is unique to the
health state of the gear [14]. Gear dynamic responses can be obtained from experimental
models, physics-based models or hybrid models [32,33]. In experimental models, faults
are seeded, and the dynamic responses are noted. However, seeding different degrees
of fault and evaluating the responses are both time-consuming and expensive [32]. For
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the physics-based models, there are models based on modulation, the characteristics of
amplitude, frequency and phase angle gained from experiments are used to develop these
models [34]. Another type of physics-based model is the dynamic model which is devel-
oped based on the understanding of gear meshing and dynamics [32]. The dynamic model
may be numerical or analytical. Numerical dynamic models commonly employ the use
of finite element methods to provide an approximate solution of the gear response, while
the analytical models aim to derive complete solutions from the physical laws of the gear
responses [35].

Existing reviews related to gear faults and dynamic modelling can provide an overview
of fault modes, methods for modelling and health prediction [14,28,31,32,34]. However,
these reviews are unable to provide the critical similarities and differences in the single-fault
dynamic models to ascertain the possibility of developing models under combined fault
modes. In this paper, existing analytical models of spur gears are reviewed with their
associated challenges to predict the gear health state. Recommendations for establishing
more realistic models are made especially in the context of modelling combined faults and
their possible impact on gear dynamic response and health prediction.

2. Analytical Models of Healthy Gears

The healthy gear model always serves as a baseline for any failure model. It is useful
to understand the dynamic response of the healthy gear to ascertain the deviations that
may be observed in faulty gears. The lumped parameter method is used for obtaining
analytical dynamic models [35]. In a one-stage gear system, an analytical dynamic model
with 6 degrees of freedom (DOF) can define two translational directions and one rotational
direction for the pinion and the gear. The schematics of the model and its equations of
motion as detailed in [36] are presented in Figure 2 and Equations (1)–(6).

mp
..
x + Kxpx + Cxp

.
x − Fp = 0 (1)

mg
..
x + Kxgx + Cxg

.
x − Fg = 0 (2)

mp
..
y + Kypy + Cyp

.
y + N = 0 (3)

mg
..
y + Kygy + Cyg

.
y − N = 0 (4)

Ip
..
θp − rpN − Tp − Mp = 0 (5)

Ig
..
θg + rgN + Tg − Mg = 0 (6)

where;

N = Km
[(

yp − yg
)
−

(
rpθp − rgθg

)]
+ Cm

[( .
yp −

.
yg

)
−

(
rp

.
θp − rg

.
θg

)]
(7)

p = pinion, g = gear, x and y represent two translational directions, θ represent the rotational
direction
m = mass (kg)
r = Base circle (mm)
C = Radial damping (Ns/m)
K = Radial stiffness (N/m)
F = Frictional Force (N)
T = Torque (Nm)
M = Moments due to frictional forces (Nm)
Km = Total mesh stiffness (N/m) and Cm = mesh damping (Ns/m)
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To obtain a solution to the above equations of motion, the total mesh stiffness and the
total mesh damping must be evaluated. A reliable analytical method for the evaluation
of the mesh stiffness is the potential energy method [37]. This method aggregates the
Hertzian, axial, bending, shear and fillet foundation stiffness for the gear pair. The total
mesh stiffness for the single tooth engagement region and the double tooth engagement
region are obtained using Equations (8)–(10) as given in [36,38–40].

For any one pair of gear tooth engagement, where 1 and 2 represent a set of gear tooth
engagement each:

1
Kt 1,2

=
1

Kb p
+

1
Ks p

+
1

Ka p
+

1
K f p

+
1

Kb g
+

1
Ks g

+
1

Ka g
+

1
K f g

+
1

Kh
(8)

For a single pair engagement of gear tooth pair 1

Km = Kt1 (9)

For a double pair engagement of gear tooth pairs 1 and 2

Km = Kt1 + Kt2 (10)

where the stiffness subscripts t, b, s, a, f, and h represent mesh stiffness for a tooth pair
bending, shear, axial, fillet foundation and Hertzian stiffness.
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The bending, shear, axial, fillet foundation and Hertzian stiffness formulae are as given
in Equations (11)–(15) [36].

1
Kb

=
∫ d

0

(ycosα1 − hsinα1)
2

EIx
dy (11)

1
Ks

=
∫ d

0

1.2cos2α1

GAx
dy (12)

1
Ka

=
∫ d

0

sin2α1

EAx
dy (13)

1
Kh

=
4
(
1 − ν2)
πEL

(14)

1
K f

=
δ f

F
(15)

where y, h, d, and α1 are as shown in Figure 3.

G = Shear modulus (N/mm2)
Ax = Area moment of inertia = 2hxL
Ix = Moment of inertia = 1

12 (2hx)
3L

E = Elastic modulus (N/mm2)
L = Tooth width (mm)
δ f = Deflection of the tooth fillet
F = Force on tooth fillet (N)

When lubrication is considered the comprehensive mesh stiffness derived in [41] is
given by

1
Kc

=
1

Km
+

1
K f ilm

(16)

where;

Kc = the comprehensive mesh stiffness
Km = the total mesh stiffness without lubrication
K f ilm = stiffness of the lubrication film

The healthy gear tooth parameters as described in [42] are shown in Figure 3.
These parameters may be slightly different for larger gears, as gears with more than

42 teeth have a base circle with a radius less than the root circle, while gears with less than
42 teeth have a base circle with radii greater than their root circles.

After obtaining the total mesh stiffness, the time-varying mesh stiffness (TVMS) profile
is obtained by showing the mesh stiffness at every point of rotation of the gear pair. The
regions of single and double contact are obtained using the gear contact ratio as shown in
Equation (17) [36].

C.R. =
PTH

Pb
(17)

where;

C.R. = Contact ratio
PTH = Path of contact
Pb = Base circle circular pitch

The regions as determined by a contact ratio of 1.6 on the line of action and the gear
profile are shown in Figure 4 [36].
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The time-varying mesh stiffness is considered a source of gear excitation and itself can
be used to observe changes in gear excitation pattern [43]. The TVMS for a healthy gear is
in the form shown in Figure 5 [44].
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The mesh damping can be obtained from the stiffness with the relationship [39].

Cm = 2ζ

√
Km

1
mp

+ 1
mg

(18)

With the values of Km and Cm obtained, equations of motion for the gear system of any
degree of freedom can be solved and the dynamic response obtained. Many researchers
have obtained the solutions using ODE45 or ODE15s in MATLAB [39,45]. The dynamic
response in the form of displacement signals of the motion as the gear rotates for the healthy
state in the time and frequency domains as presented in [45] are shown in Figures 6 and 7.
In Figure 6, the 19 spikes corresponds to the number of teeth of the pinion, all spikes are
even as there are no faults. The red line indicates the position of the first spike.
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3. Analytical Models with Single Faults

The analytical models with faults follow the same process as the healthy models. The
equations to obtain the dynamic response for a system are the same. The main input that
establishes the fault condition can be obtained from Equation (7). To define N in Equation
(7) correctly, input like the gear mesh stiffness and/or gear transmission error are evaluated.
The required input for each fault mode will be explained in detail in Sections 3.1–3.5.

For simplicity and because the pinions are smaller, and therefore, have a larger number
of cycles, the faults are usually presented on a single or multiple tooths on the pinion.

The original signals of the dynamic responses are often not very sensitive for the early
detection of faults so more often statistical indicators such as RMS, crest factor, and kurtosis
are used on the residual signal. The residual signal is obtained when the healthy signal is
removed from the original fault signal.

3.1. Gear Pitting Analytical Models

Pitting models are discussed here in three parts, models for the shapes of pits, stiffness
calculations and dynamic responses.

The shape of pits has been modelled as several geometric shapes with the aim of
providing a reasonably realistic model. Some researchers have modelled the surface area
of a single pit as circular [45–50], spherical [51], part of a sphere [52], or part of an elliptic
cylinder [53]. As the gear tooth under pitting is likely to have more than one pit, models
were defined with pits having any of the defined geometric shapes but with a regular
spread on the surface of the gear tooth; the number and sizes of pits were used to define
the severity as slight, moderate, or severe [45,53]. It is not likely to have a regular spread of
pits on an affected tooth flank in actual gears in operations, so other researchers defined
the pitting degree as a defined number of pits randomly placed around the pitch line [52].
A research study presented [44] a probability distribution model in which the pits were
uniformly distributed along the tooth width and with normal distribution along the tooth
height. The degree of pitting adopted a realistic approach of increasing the size of the old
pits and adding new pits to the previously pit-free area. In [54] pits were modelled as parts
of an elliptical cluster with a pit at the centre from which stress concentration in the area
caused the eruption of other pits (spread pits). The clusters were categorised as slight,
medium, or severe depending on the degree of material loss. The clusters were randomly
distributed, the centre of pits was in the region of the pitch line and the spread pit followed
a two-dimensional Gaussian distribution model in the tooth height and width directions.

In service conditions, pitting may not be restricted to one tooth. This was studied
in [45] where the progression of the pitting was classified as slight (nine pits on one tooth
and three on the teeth before and after the tooth), moderate (with a pit distribution of 3, 9,
18, 9, 3 on the five nearest teeth) and severe (with a pit distribution of 3, 9, 18, 36,18, 9, 3
on the seven nearest teeth). The pits all lie on the pitch line of the pinion except for severe
where 18 of the pits on the tooth with 36 pits lie on the addendum. A detailed evolution of
pits was developed and studied in [55], the pits spread to neighboring teeth on the pinion
and on the gear. The pit types were described as type A, B, and C, where type A were pits
that originated due to asperities boundary lubrication, it was called the origin of pits. Type
B was generated under continuous operation causing type A to increase in size and depth.
Type C occurred when the stress of type B caused additional pits to grow in the cluster.

The above research assumed a simple geometric shape for the pits; however, pits have
no regular shape. Research combining FEM and analytical modelling has been able to
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model pits with irregular shapes. A matrix method that modelled pits as irregular shapes
distributed randomly has also been introduced [56]. Research by B. El Yousfi, et al. [57]
explores a model where the entire surface is discretised in the tooth width and tooth length
directions. The gear profile is determined analytically using a contact detection algorithm.
The gear tooth surface matrix is obtained by double discretisation in the tooth width and
height directions.

To calculate the time-varying mesh stiffness, the changes caused by the area where
pitting has occurred would be noted. To analyze the TVMS, the values of the change in
length, change in area and change in area moment of inertia caused by the pitting fault
must be calculated. This is used to obtain the fault state mesh stiffness. The equations for
evaluating the changes in the contact length, area, and area moment of inertia as detailed
in [45] are shown in Equations (19)–(21). Figure 8 [46] shows a single pit of a gear tooth
and the equation parameters.

∆Lx = 2
√

r2 − (u − x)2 x ∈ [u − r, u + r]
0 others

(19)

∆Ax =
∆Lxδ x ∈ [u − r, u + r]

0 others
(20)

∆Ix =
1
12 ∆Lxδ3 +

Ax∆Ax(hx− δ
2 )

2

Ax−∆Ax
x ∈ [u − r, u + r]

0 others
(21)

where,

∆Lx = Change in length
∆Ax = Change in Area
∆Ix = Change in Area Moment of inertia
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Figure 8. View of a gear tooth with pit [46].

And r, u, x, δ are as shown in Figure 8.
The time-varying mesh stiffness can then be obtained. Figure 9 shows the TVMS for

different degrees of pitting as described in [44]. The TVMS diagram showing the fault state
of different pitting shapes detailed in [56] is shown in Figure 10. From the diagram, the
adopted shape of the pit affects the value of TVMS. Irregular pitting is closer to the healthy
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state which means that the modelling of the regular shape reports a scenario that is worse
than the actual condition of the gear teeth with fault. It also shows that pitting reduces the
TVMS and each pit on the tooth drops the value of the stiffness according to its severity as
shown in the several downward spikes on the curve.
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Figure 9. TVMS for different pitting degrees [44].

The evaluated mesh stiffness is input in the mathematical models to obtain the dynamic
response of the pitted system. The displacement signal of a pitted gear system in the time
and frequency domain, as presented in [45], is shown in Figures 11 and 12. It can be
observed that the spikes on the time domain increase with fault severity as shown by the
red arrow. In the frequency domain, the frequency amplitude increases, and the sidebands
also increase with pitting severity.
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3.2. Gear Spalling Analytical Models

Spalling in gears has been modelled with surface areas that are rectangular [42,58–66],
circular [42,67], V-shaped [42], elliptical [59,68], the shape of a keyway [69,70], spherical [71],
and shaped as an ellipsoid [72,73]. The models usually consider a single spall on the
pinion [42,58,59,68–70,72,73]. However, spalling may occur on multiple teeth for gears in
operations. Research in [67] studied multiple spalls on one tooth and double tooth spalls.
Spalling on gears in operations are usually irregular in shape, this has only been modelled
by FEM as described in [74]. Figure 13 shows a gear tooth with a rectangular spur as
presented in [42].
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The fault state is introduced in the dynamic model by calculating the mesh stiffness of
the region that contains the spall. The fault will change and reduce the mesh stiffness. The
main parameters that change in a gear system with spalling faults are length, area moment
of inertia and area and these are recalculated as shown in Equations (22)–(24) [42].

Ls = L − ls (22)

Is =
1

12

[
(2hx)

3L − hs
3ls

]
(23)

As = 2hxL − hsls (24)
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where Ls, Is, and As represent the length, area moment of inertia and area of the spalled
region. All parameters in Equations (21)–(23) are shown in Figures 3 and 13. Figure 14
shows the TVMS of a gear system with spalling on the pinion as detailed in [75]. It is
observed that there is a regular dip corresponding to the fault. The more severe the fault
the more the dip from the healthy curve.
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width [38,39,76,77]. As cracks tend to begin from a small point and propagate, it is unlikely 
that the crack along the tooth width would have a constant depth. Some studies [38,78,79] 
derived a mesh stiffness calculation for cracks with varying depth by using the slice 
method. Each slice that assumed constant depth was evaluated with the potential energy 
method. Cracks can lead to total or partial tooth removal. The effect of varying lengths of 
crack and varying crack angles [80] and full and partial tooth breakage [81] have been 
studied by researchers. These conditions affect the TVMS and the systemʹs dynamic 

Figure 14. TVMS showing spalls of increasing length [75].

Figure 15 is as presented in [70]. Figure 15A–D show the effect of spalling in the time
and frequency domain. Figure 15B,D are enlarged views of the regions marked in red in A
and C, respectively. The time domain shows increased amplitude in the region of the spall
and the frequency domain shows an increase in sidebands.
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3.3. Gear Tooth Breakage Analytical Models

Gear tooth root cracks have been assumed to be at a uniform depth along the tooth
width [38,39,76,77]. As cracks tend to begin from a small point and propagate, it is unlikely
that the crack along the tooth width would have a constant depth. Some studies [38,78,79]
derived a mesh stiffness calculation for cracks with varying depth by using the slice method.
Each slice that assumed constant depth was evaluated with the potential energy method.
Cracks can lead to total or partial tooth removal. The effect of varying lengths of crack and
varying crack angles [80] and full and partial tooth breakage [81] have been studied by
researchers. These conditions affect the TVMS and the system’s dynamic response. The
schematic of a gear tooth with a crack of constant depth and angle of inclination along the
tooth width as presented in [39] is shown in Figure 16. Figure 17 [82] shows a gear tooth
with a crack with varying depth along the tooth width.
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The area, and area moment of inertia are changed by the presence of a crack and this in
turn reduces the value of the mesh stiffness. The area and area moment of inertia presented
in [39] are shown in Equations (25) and (26).

Ix =
1

12
(
hx + hq

)3L (25)

Ax =
(
hx + hq

)
L (26)

The TVMS for various degrees of crack and tooth breakage as given in [83] is shown
in Figure 18. The analytical model was used to evaluate the gear mesh stiffness for a spur
gear pair without fault, 50% and 100% root crack, 50% and 100% tooth breakage.
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Figure 18. TVMS for different stages of tooth root crack and breakage for [84].

From the TVMS plot, it is noted that root crack reduces the mesh stiffness based on its
severity and it reduces more in the case of tooth breakage. The reduction is particularly
significant in the region of the broken tooth.
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The dynamic response in the time domain of the original and residual signal of the
crack with a length of 1.8 mm and at an angle of 50◦ is shown in Figure 19 [80]. The area of
the faulty signal is observed clearly in the residual signal. Figure 20 [80] shows the signal
in the frequency domain and a magnified view showing the sidebands. It is also noted that
the frequency domain has additional sidebands indicating the presence of a fault.
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Other forms of tooth cracks like tooth chipping, and tooth surface cracks show simi-
larities with tooth root crack and their analytical modelling and dynamic simulation were
analysed in [84–87].

3.4. Gear Abrasive Wear Analytical Models

Pitting, spalling, and tooth breakage fault models maintain their original involute
profile, but the surface profile and hence the meshing characteristics change constantly in
gears under the wear model. The wear process changes the tooth surface profile from a
perfect involute profile and this in turn changes the dynamic characteristics of the gear
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system [88,89]. Also, the contact forces from the gear system dynamics affect the wear
process. An approach to predict wear progress in spur gears noting this mutual dependency
is the basis of a few surface wear models. These models usually calculate the wear depth
using Archard’s wear equation shown in Equation (27) [90].

dh
dt

= Kwear f v (27)

where
h = wear depth
Kwear = wear coefficient
f = normal load/contact force
v = sliding velocity at time t
Analytical dynamic models were developed in [91–95] which focused on developing a

dynamic model that incorporates the wear depth and the TVMS. However, one study [95]
noted that the change in TVMS was negligible, and the gear transmission error was more
reliable for modelling wear. An eight degree of freedom model was developed which
incorporates time-varying load sharing, friction coefficient and time-varying meshing
stiffness. The corresponding contact force for the system in Equation (7) is for the six-
degree-of-freedom system used for earlier discussions is given in Equation (28).

F(t) = km(t)
[(

rpθp − rgθg
)
+

(
xp − xg

)
sinφ +

(
yp − yg

)
cosφ + et

]
+cm(t)

[(
rp

.
θp − rg

.
θg

)
+

( .
xp −

.
xg

)
sinφ +

( .
yp −

.
yg

)
cosφ +

.
et

] (28)

where,

φ = Pressure angle
et = Geometric transmission error

All other parameters are as defined for Equation (7). The geometric transmission error
gives an indication of the level of surface wear, it shows the geometric deviation of the gear
profile from the original involute profile [90]. The dynamic transmission error was defined
for a six-degree-of-freedom one-stage gear system by Equation (29) [96].

δ = yp − yg + rpθp − rgθg − e (29)

where,

δ = Dynamic transmission error (DTE)
e = Static transmission error (STE)

and STE is given by
e = δg − δp + ∆ f Σ + hwear (30)

where

δg − δp = Elastic deformation
∆ f Σ = Comprehensive error
hwear = Wear depth

Figure 21 shows the view of a tooth with surface wear [97].
The parameters that affect the TVMS of a gear undergoing wear are area, area moment

of inertia, the formulas as given in [97] are presented as Equations (31) and (32).

Ax =
(
hx + hx

′)L (31)

Ix =
1
12

(
hx + hx

′)L (32)

hx
′ is derived in paper [97] The TVMS and STE plots obtained in paper [96] are

shown in Figure 22. From the diagram, wear slightly reduces the TVMS uniformly and the
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reduction is more for dry wear. The static transmission error is higher as teeth begin to
mesh and as the mesh engagement ends. This is depicted by the region of 0 m/s and 1.7
m/s on the STE curve. The pitch points correspond to a velocity of 1 m/s, and this point
change in wear is minimal. A comparison of the TVMS and STE plots shows that the STE is
more sensitive to changes due to wear.
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The studies in [97] noted that the TVMS was significant in the double tooth engagement
region while other researchers [91] used FEM on external spur gears and [93] used analytical
modelling on internal spur gears modelled the gear mesh relationship and calculated the
TVMS using the potential energy method noting the new meshing relationship. It was
noted that the range of the TVMS increased but the amplitude change was minimal.

Figures 23 and 24 show a schematic for non-uniform wear and the TVMS, respectively,
as observed in [91]
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Figure 24. TVMS due to wear [91].

The TVMS and the wear depth were incorporated into the dynamic model to obtain
the dynamic responses. The wear depth is included using the unloaded static transmission
error (USTE). For the dynamic model, the USTE is obtained using the relationship for the
relative displacement of two gears in mesh and the USTE is the sum of manufacturing
errors, tooth profile errors and tooth failure errors. The tooth failure error is due to tooth
wear. The dynamic response in the time and frequency domain as given in [91] is shown in
Figures 25 and 26.

In Figures 25 and 26, the responses for 0 mm wear depth and 0.25 mm wear depth
are shown in the time and in the frequency domain. It is noted that the time domain
amplitude at 0.25 mm increases due to wear and the meshing interval increases due to
the new meshing relationship. The frequency domain shows that the frequency response
amplitude increases but there are no changes to the number of sidebands.
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3.5. Gear Adhesive Wear Analytical Models

Adhesive wear models for gears primarily focus on the determination of the scuffing
temperature [98–100]. No work on the effect of scuffing on the TVMS and no dynamic
modelling of the system’s response has been noted.

Research by C. Zhou et al. [100] developed a model to calculate gear contact tempera-
ture which is the addition of bulk temperature and flash temperature using the thermal
network method. The model is validated with FEM. Figure 27 shows the changes in the
bulk temperature TB, flash temperature TF, contact temperature Tt and scuffing critical
temperature TC along the line of action. It is noted that scuffing would occur at the gear
dedendum for the gear parameters plotted.

The effect of geometric parameters—tooth width, pressure angle and module on the
contact temperature along the line of action was investigated. Contact temperature was
reduced with an increase in each of the parameters. This is shown in Figure 28.
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Contact temperature increased with increased with increase in operating parame-
ters—rotational velocity and torque along the line of action as shown in Figure 29. 

Figure 27. Temperature variation along the line of action [100].

Machines 2024, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW 22 of 33 
 

 

3.5. Gear Adhesive Wear Analytical Models 
Adhesive wear models for gears primarily focus on the determination of the scuffing 

temperature [98–100]. No work on the effect of scuffing on the TVMS and no dynamic 
modelling of the systemʹs response has been noted. 

Research by C. Zhou et al. [100] developed a model to calculate gear contact temper-
ature which is the addition of bulk temperature and flash temperature using the thermal 
network method. The model is validated with FEM. Figure 27 shows the changes in the 
bulk temperature TB, flash temperature TF, contact temperature Tt and scuffing critical 
temperature TC along the line of action. It is noted that scuffing would occur at the gear 
dedendum for the gear parameters plotted. 

 
Figure 27. Temperature variation along the line of action [100]. 

The effect of geometric parameters—tooth width, pressure angle and module on the 
contact temperature along the line of action was investigated. Contact temperature was 
reduced with an increase in each of the parameters. This is shown in Figure 28. 

 
Figure 28. Contact temperature along LOA for changes in (a) Tooth Width, (b) Pressure angle, (c) 
module [100]. 

Contact temperature increased with increased with increase in operating parame-
ters—rotational velocity and torque along the line of action as shown in Figure 29. 

Figure 28. Contact temperature along LOA for changes in (a) Tooth Width, (b) Pressure angle,
(c) module [100].

Contact temperature increased with increased with increase in operating parameters—
rotational velocity and torque along the line of action as shown in Figure 29.
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It is also noted that works on scuffing models using FEM or experimental models are
also mainly focused on scuffing temperature, not on the dynamic responses [101–106].

4. Analytical Models with Combined Faults

Most gear fault models study only one fault, and gears may fail from the effect of
more than one fault. Analytical models that represent the dynamic responses of gears with
multiple fault conditions are scarce. However, in [107], the model combined cracks and
pitting faults using the cantilever beam method and is commonly available for non-gear
applications [108–110]. The coupled fault model is shown in Figure 30.
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The TVMS for healthy gears was derived using the potential energy method where
Hertzian energy, axial compressive energy, shear energy and bending energy were consid-
ered. A modified Hertzian stiffness which is nonlinear and described in [111] was used.
The TVMS of cracked gears and pitting gears were computed and changes were noted due
to the faults caused such as a decrease in the area moments of inertia, contact area, and
tooth contact width as provided in Equations (19)–(21) and Equations (25) and (26). The
calculations were representing gears with more than 42 teeth (where the root circle is larger
than the base circle). Different crack and pitting evolution stages were considered. For a
crack, there is an initial, transition, moderate and severe crack. For pitting, there is slight,
medium, and severe pitting. The TVMS of severe pitting and different stages of crack in
single and coupled modes are shown in Figure 31. From the diagram, severe pitting and
all stages of the crack reduce the TVMS. The coupling failure TVMS is also decreased and
relatively closer to the crack stage.

An eight-degree-of-freedom dynamic model was used to obtain the vibration signals
for displacement and acceleration for the various conditions and the results were analysed.
The acceleration signal in the time domain and frequency domain of severe pitting coupled
with different crack stages as presented in [107] is shown in Figures 32 and 33. The
amplitude of the time signals around the fault region significantly increases as the fault
stage increases. When the time signal is transformed to be analysed in the frequency
domain, sidebands occur with the emergence of faults and increase as the fault progresses.
The values for the region are marked out in red in Figure 33. X and Y values indicate an
increase in the amplitude of the sidebands in the fault region.
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5. Failure Models Comparison

From the descriptions given in the models for root crack, pitting, spalling and wear, a
comparison of the characteristics of TVMS, time domain responses, and frequency domain
responses are examined below.

5.1. Comparison of TVMS

The TVMS plots for the various fault modes show observable differences. Pitting,
whether in the region of single or double engagement appears as non-uniform small drops
in the TVMS. The frequency of the regular drops in TVMS indicates the level of severity of
the pitting damage, that is, the higher the frequency of the irregular drops in TVMS, the
higher the severity of the pitting damage. When pits of varying shapes are plotted, the
results show a slight variation, indicating that the shape of the pits also affects the TVMS.

In spalling, a large drop in TVMS corresponding to the region of the spall and the
shape of the spall on the tooth is noticed on the TVMS curve. This can occur in both or
one of the regions of single and double engagement. The area of the region of reduction in
TVMS gives an indication of the severity of the spall.

Tooth root crack reduces the TVMS in a curve. The degree of reduction in the TVMS
curve is an indication of the severity of the root crack. The tooth breakage TVMS plot
shows as a healthy TVMS plot with the broken region entirely removed.

In tooth root crack/breakage, pitting and spalling, the TVMS shows reduction with the
fault, but the ranges of the regions of single tooth engagement and double tooth engagement
remain the same as in the healthy models.

In wear, there may be a slight decrease in the TVMS, this would be uniform in the case
of uniform wear. It is noted from some literature that abrasive wear may change the range
of the regions of single and double-tooth engagement from the state of the corresponding
healthy TVMS curve.
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5.2. Comparison of Time Domain Responses

The time domain response could be the displacement, velocity, or acceleration signals.
From the literature, it has been observed that the time domain signals for pitting, root crack,
wear and spalling all show similar attributes. The signal represents spikes according to the
number of teeth on the pinion or gear whose signal is examined. The tooth with the fault
can have a higher spike depending on the severity of the fault.

5.3. Comparison of Frequency Domain Responses

Frequency response is obtained by converting the time domain signals using the fast
Fourier transform. The frequency response appears as the gear mesh and its harmonics,
each with side bands. The side band increases with an increase in gear fault severity for
tooth crack, pitting and spalling. In wear, sidebands do not increase and the amplitude of
the frequency spectrum increases with fault.

6. Key Findings and Challenges
6.1. Key Findings from Existing Literature

There are several gear fault analytical models, but they are mainly failure-specific,
these models also assume the geometry of fault which is not realistic. Most literature also
considers faults on a single tooth of the pinion; a few have considered multiple tooths. The
response of combined faulty pinion and wheel has not been addressed.

Only one study has attempted to model coupled pitting and root crack faults. The
research assumed the shape of the pit surface area to be circular rather than irregular like
in actual cases. It also assumed the number of pits and regular distribution for each degree
of severity instead of a random distribution noted in recent single fault models. The crack
was assumed to propagate in a straight line rather than a curve. The model was validated
with FEM only.

It has also been noted that the dynamic models heavily rely on the gear mesh stiffness
which is also considered as a source of gear excitation. The gear mesh stiffness is time-
varying and can show the regions of fault if properly calculated. To determine the mesh
stiffness analytically, many researchers use the potential energy method. Determining the
mesh stiffness of the combined failure mode is key to developing the analytical model for
combined failure in gear.

From a preliminary assessment of the literature, the mesh stiffness for calculations
of surface failures like pitting and spalling, and for bending failures like tooth crack and
breakage require similar inputs. The parameters that determine the change in gear mesh
stiffness for the faulty gears in these cases include the change in length, area, and area
moment of inertia of the meshing surface. This presents a possibility of defining a combined
faulty region.

However, surface failure like abrasive wear and likely adhesive wear provides a
different scenario in which the wear causes a new meshing plane as it evolves, as wear
distorts the original involute profile of gears. In the review process, it was noticed that there
was a certain diversity in results obtained in wear models from different researchers which
makes it quite uncertain which set of models are closer to the real situation. Some models
established that the change in TVMS in wear is negligible, and the static transmission error
is a sensitive parameter to determine the dynamic response. Researchers indicate a slight
decrease in the double pair engagement region. Some other researchers note an increase in
the range of the TVMS and a slight decrease in the amplitude.

For adhesive wear, models that can provide dynamic response were not found. How-
ever, there are models available for determining the scuffing temperature of gear pairs.

6.2. Current Challenges

The analytical models have helped to analyze the dynamic response of gears with
single and coupled pitting-crack faults, but these do not solve the requirements of health
monitoring completely. These may be due to the following.
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6.2.1. The Dynamics of Fault Initiation and Progression

The dynamics of fault initiation and propagation are complex depending on too
many factors and cannot be predicted analytically. Failures may occur due to material
imperfection, localised stress due to loading, surface irregularities, wrong installation, and
a lot more. These causes may be peculiar to each gear system and a direct formulation
of when and where a fault erupts may not be clear to predict. Analytical modelling is
currently focused on detecting after the fault has occurred and noting the progress of
the fault. Noting the fault at the earliest possible stage is one of the key requirements of
analytical modelling as predicting the fault is too complex.

6.2.2. Assumptions in Fault Geometry

Analytical models mainly assume fault shapes for pitting and spalls. The crack path
for the root crack is also assumed. It has been observed from the work of several researchers
that the shape of the fault affects the TVMS plot. This would, in turn, affect the dynamic
response of the gear system. Researchers have used FEM to model irregular shapes of spalls
and pits, but this has not been achieved analytically. New efforts in gear fault analytical
modelling should focus on modelling irregular fault shapes.

6.2.3. Fault Location

Analytical models mainly consider faults on a single tooth of the pinion, a few re-
searchers have considered multiple teeth of the pinion. However, faults also occur on the
wheel. The responses from a system with faulty pinion and wheel also need to be examined.
Studies to help distinguish if the fault observed is from the pinion or wheel or both will
provide good insight for health monitoring.

6.2.4. Reliability of Existing Models for Health Monitoring

As available models are mainly fault-specific, they may not be able to provide dynamic
responses that can relate to real gears undergoing multiple fault modes. As seen in case
studies, [4,9–12] gears in operations may undergo more than one fault mode. To aid the
reliability of models, developing models that can combine multiple faults is essential. From
the review of the literature of different failure models, determining the time-varying mesh
stiffness correctly is key to developing an accurate dynamic model. A robust analytical
model for gears that would be able to determine the TVMS of any single or multiple faults
in the pinion or gear as a single fault may not be accurately modelling real gear conditions.
To achieve this, a qualitative study of how the different fault changes the gear parameters
required to calculate the TVMS is essential. How these parameters interface in combined
fault conditions, and how the TVMS and dynamic response look like in these conditions
need to be studied.

6.3. Identified Research Needs

From this study, a few research needs in gear analytical modelling have been identified.

1. Analytical modelling methods that can model the irregular shapes of gear faults
are required to be able the provide realistic results. Currently, most models assume
regular shapes for gear faults.

2. Mathematical models to obtain responses for gears undergoing scuffing are not avail-
able. Research to develop these models by FEM or analytically will provide valuable
information for gear health monitoring.

3. Further investigations on the reliability of the TVMS for obtaining dynamic responses
for abrasive wear need to be conducted. Current information has conflicting results
on how wear affects the TVMS of a gear system.

4. Gear fault models majorly provide responses where there is a fault on a single tooth
on the pinion, a few works have been conducted on multiple teeth of the pinion.
Responses for gears with faults on multiple teeth of the pinion and wheel will provide
useful insight for gear health monitoring.
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5. Developing models that can cater to multiple fault conditions would help in estimat-
ing the remaining useful life of gears undergoing similar conditions in actual gear
operations.

7. Conclusions

This study has reviewed analytical models for spur gears undergoing common faults
like tooth root cracks, pitting, spalling, and wear. The mathematical formulations for the
healthy gear models were described, and the changes required to obtain the fault models
for pitting, spalling, root crack and abrasive wear were investigated. Key findings from the
literature and current challenges were observed.

The review’s aim is to observe the relationship between these faults and to establish
the possibilities of developing a multiple-fault analytical model. The following key findings
were noted:

• The correct evaluation of the fault state time-varying mesh stiffness and in some cases,
the transmission error is the key requirement to providing the dynamic response
required.

• The study has also shown that the geometry and location of the fault are the main
inputs to determining the correct time-varying mesh stiffness.

• The dynamic models for pitting, spalling and tooth root crack share very similar inputs
and this indicates a high possibility for developing a combined model for these faults.

• The determination of TVMS or static transmission error for the case of scuffing needs
to be developed as models providing a dynamic response for scuffing are not readily
available.

• Developing multiple fault dynamic models to include abrasive wear and adhesive
wear/scuffing may require additional evaluation like determining wear depth or a
new meshing plane.

• Current works in gear analytical modelling are mainly single-fault models. This re-
view recommends that efforts to combine multiple failure modes in gear analytical
modelling be focused on in future studies. This would help provide accurate dy-
namic responses for a wide range of fault conditions that are obtainable for gears in
operations. It would furthermore guarantee progress in gear health monitoring.
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